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Jack Bryson loves sports, especially Carolina sports and he loves to paint. He’s merged the two

during his classes at UMAR Art on Main.

MICHELLE T. BERNARD
Senior Staff Writer

LINCOLNTON - Jack loves sports, especially
North Carolina sports and he loves painting. Through
the art classes he takes at UMAR in Lincolnton, Jack
has realized an amazing talent. He hadn’t quite put the
two together until he started attending art classes at
UMAR. He went from painting sunflowers to sports
figures and sports venues. His work has become so
popular that he now has a waiting list for commis-
sioned art. What’s even more amazing about Jack’s art
is that he has cerebral palsy and paints from a wheel-
chair.

This is the beauty that is UMAR. People who may
not ever realize their creativity are able to discover
their hidden talents.
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“Jack loves to do anything,” Nik-
ki Kozak, the lead arts counselor
at UMAR said. “Anything we’ve
come up with, he tried it. We've
tried to adapt things that he’s able
to do. With this impressionistic
painting style, it’s a smaller stroke
and he’s just taken to it. He picks
some of the most difficult pictures
sometimes but he’s able to accom-
plish quite a lot. This boy bleeds
Carolina blue, let me tell you. He
loves sports. It blossomed from
there.”

Jack’s favorite sport is NAS-
CAR, but he loves basketball too.
He loves the Panthers. He’s got a
painting of Michael Jordon on the
way and soon there’ll probably be
a Cam Newton painting.

“When we have a new participant
come in, we let them try as many things
as they want to,” Liz McKay, an art in-

structor at UMAR said. “We introduce
them to new things that they haven’t
tried before, and we slowly whittle it
down to find out what their strengths
are. Most of the ones that chose to come
here already have an interest in creat-
ing something. Through a process of
elimination, adaptive tool making and
generally observing them we can find
something that they can do and create
sellable work from and earn a little bit
of money.”

In addition to the money, it also helps
develop self-esteem and to identify as
an artist rather than as a person with dis-
abilities.

The Gallery UMAR Art on Main
is now open to the public during the
week and on Saturdays (at least through
Christmas) from 9 am. to 2 p.m. for
purchases. There’s a wide variety of art
available for sale and all of the pieces
are one of a kind. Art on Main is located
at 232 East Main Street in Lincolnton.
For more information call (704) 240-
9838.



